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CONFIDENTIAL MASERU 595 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OEXC, LT 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR IV GRANT FOR CHIEF JUSTICE MAPETLA 

1. SUMMARY: GOL MINISTER JUSTICE, C. D. MOLAPO, HAS APPROACHED 
EMBASSY TO REQUEST INVITATION TO CHIEF JUSTICE JOAS T. MAPETLA TO 
VISIT U.S. ON REST AND OBSERVATION TRIP. CHIEF JUSTICE IS PRESENTLY 
BEING TREATED FOR ULCER AND MINISTER BELIEVES RELAXED VISIT TO 

U.S. WOULD BE SALUTARY AS WELL AS PROFESSIONALLY REWARDING. EMBASSY 
STRONGLY SUPPORTS PROPOSAL AND REQUESTS DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE AS TO 
AVAILABILITY OF EARLY FUNDING. END SUMMARY. 

2. TWO WEEKS AGO MINISTER MOLAPO APPROACHED CHARGE WITH SUGGESTION 
THAT 

EMBASSY SHOULD GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO INVITING CHIEF JUSTICE 
TO U.S. ON PROFESSIONAL TOUR. POINT WAS THAT MAPTETLA IS FIRST 
MOSOTHO TO BE ELEVATED TO POSITION OF CHIEF JUSTICE AND WOULD 
BENEFIT FROM OPPORTUNITY TO MEET COLLEAGUES IN U.S. AND OBSERVE 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM THERE. ON JUNE 9. MOLAPO SENT HIS PERMANENT 
SECRETARY TO EMBASSY TO EXPLAIN THAT REQUEST HAD GAINED SOME 
URGENCY AS CHIEF JUSTICE NEEDED COMPLETE BREAK FROM OFFICIAL 
DUTIES AND CHANGE OF ATMOSPHERE TO HASTEN RECOVERY. 

3. MAPETLA BECAME ILL WITH WHAT WAS DIAGNOSED AS ULCER WHILE 
PRESIDING OVER FIRST TREASON TRIAL. IT GENERALLY CONSIDERED THAT 
PRESSURES OF PRESIDING OVER LONG, ARDUOUS, AND POLITICALLY 
SENSITIVE TRIAL CONTRIBUTED TO ILLNESS. FACT OF HIS APPARENT 
NEED FOR REST FROM OFFICIAL DUTIES PROVIDES US WITH OPPORTUNITY. 
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IF POSSIBLE, OF OFFERING HIM IV GRANT IN CONNECTION WITH HIS 
NEW AND GREATER RESPONSIBILITIES. 

4. IN EMBASSY'S ESTIMATION, MAPETLA IS ABLEST, MOST CONSCIENTIOUS, 

AND FAIREST MAN IN LESOTHO PUBLIC LIFE. HE WAS IV GRANTEE IN 1969 
WHEN HE WAS SR. PERMANENT SECRETARY (CABINET SECRETARY). SINCE 
ASSUMING POSITION OF CHIEF JUSTICE LAST YEAR, HE HAS ENHANCED HIS 
REPUTATION. HE GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO BE OPPOSED TO PRESENT GOVERN- 
MENT 

BUT IS NEVERTHELESS TRUSTED AND RESPECTED. HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD U.S. 
WARM 

AND FRIENDLY BUT NOT COMPLETELY UNCRITICAL. WHATEVER DEVELOPMENTS 
ENSUE IN LESOTHO POLITICS, MAPETLA IS 

BOUND TO STAND OUT AS LEADER. EMBASSY HAS NO HESITATION IN 
RECOMMENDING HIM AS EMIMENTLY QUALIFIED IV GRANTEE, AND HIS SELECTION 

WOULD MESH NICELY WITH POST'S COUNTRY PROGRAM FOR FY 76. 

5. REQUEST DEPARTMENT 'S EARLY ADVICE AS TO WHETHER EARLY FY 76 
FUNDING AVAILABLE, WHETHER PROGRAMMING POSSIBLE THIS SHORT NOTICE, 
AND WHETHER IT APPROPRIATE TO RENOMINATE IV GRANTEE AFTER LAPSE 

OF SIX YEARS, GIVEN HIS IMPORTANT NEW POSITION. 

HAUGHT 
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